Psychopharmacologic issues in organ transplantation. Part I: Pharmacokinetics in organ failure and psychiatric aspects of immunosuppressants and anti-infectious agents.
This article discusses pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics during hepatic, renal, and cardiovascular insufficiencies. Hepatic metabolism of psychotropic drugs and of drugs commonly used in transplant patients that have neuropsychiatric side effects is discussed. Neuropsychiatric effects of immunosuppressant agents, including cyclosporine, corticosteroids, azathioprine, OKT3, and FK 506, are reviewed. Certain infections occur more often in immunosuppressed patients; their treatment with antiviral, antifungal, and antibiotic drugs may have neuropsychiatric consequences. Because of altered drug sensitivities and metabolism, drug interactions, and severe medical illness, most drugs are used in reduced doses.